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On July 10, *43, four days after the opening of the German attack
near Kursk, English and American troops landed on both sides of
the southeastern corner of Sicily, the Americans on the left. The
Axis radio reported other landings, or at least attempted landings,
near the western capes, but inasmuch as nothing was afterward
heard of these we may safely put them down as feints.

The Sicilian attack differed altogether from the original North
African landings in that there was little possibility of surprise. The
thing was what an American football team would call a straight
"power play." We may also liken it to the trench-to-trench attacks
of 1915-17, except, of course, that the air forces with their range of
hundreds of miles now executed the preliminary bombardments,
which in the last war were fired by the artillery. In such an opera-
tion, the only opportunity for deception is in the timing of the
assault. In the Mediterranean even that, as we have seen, was closely
limited by the moon, but of course some leeway was possible. The
preliminary bombing was concentrated upon Axis airfields to an
even greater extent than the artillery bombardments of 1915-18 had
been concentrated upon the defending artillery. The location of the
landings was governed by the obvious fact that the nearest land
controlled by the United Nations, i.e., Malta with its abundant air-
fields, was only sixty-odd miles from the landing beaches and there-
fore well within the effective range of fighter planes. So straightfor-
ward was the whole plan that one might have imagined Eisen-
hower and his British subordinates repeating the saying of the elder
Moltke: *ln strategy we must do the simplest and most natural
thing with firmness and circumspection."

Parachute landings preceded by a few hours the first English and
American landings on Sicily. The landing troops found the beaches
lightly fortified and manned by not very determined Italian garri-
sons. Accordingly, although the tactical air support and the anti-
aircraft work was poor, and the aircraft recognition service so defec-
tive that friendly planes were fired upon more often than should
have been the case, nevertheless the beachheads ware made good.
For a moment the left of the American sector, which was also the
extreme left of the entire landing, was endangered by a German
tank attack which nearly reached the landing beaches, but the posi-
tion was restored and was not seriously threatened. On the third
day of the operation the British on the right took the useful little